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Pain Survey:
How do you Know if your dog is in Pain?
How do you know when your dog is in Pain? It is not when they complain or ask, “Why me?” Your dog will never do that. It is often difficult for pet parents to know when their dog is in pain. Most dogs just do their best to get from point A to point B. They do not care if it is awkward, on 3 legs, or involves hopping. Your dog will do what they can to move. 
To help determine if your dog is in pain, ask yourself these questions.

DOES YOUR DOG DO ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING?
· Favoring or holding up a leg
· Swelling of the limb
· Dragging or scuffing paws
· Difficulty getting into a car
· Difficulty or avoiding going up or down stairs
· Refuses to move at all
· Difficulty holding posture when going to the bathroom/walking while going to the bathroom
· Refusing to eat or drink
· Decrease in playing behavior 
· Increased panting
· Needs assistance standing
· Circling multiple times before laying down
· Restless at night or not sleeping well
· Pacing, difficulty finding a comfortable position
· Sleeping less 
· Stopping to sit or lay down during a regular walk
· Decreased interest to go on a walk or outside
· Cranky with other dogs or people
· Whining, whimpering, yelping
 
WHAT DO YOU DO NOW?
The sooner you identify that your dog is having pain the sooner you can do something to help them. Often it is easier to help a problem when it first starts. In other words, you as the pet parent have the power to identify that your dog is experiencing pain so that you can take action to help provide relief. 
At Pend Oreille Veterinary Service, we have a team of professionals here to help your pet live the happiest, pain-free life possible. Call us today to see how we can help your dog today!
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